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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 082123 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BENC, ETRD, ETEL, IN, US 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: INSAT PROCUREMENT 

REF: (A) NEW DELHI 4484; (B) NEW DELHI 243 

1 . IN DISCUSSION REF A WITH FORD AEROSPACE AND HUGHES, 

BOTH FIRMS EXPRESSED TO MEPD SURPRISE AND CONCERN AT 
EMBASSY MENTION OF POSSIBLE CANCELLATION OF ENTIRE 
PROJECT. FIRMS HAVE ASKED IF EMBASSY HAS ANY INFORMATION 
WHICH WOULD INDICATE THAT PROJECT IS IN TROUBLE. THEY 
HAD BELIEVED THAT DELAY WOULD BE SHORT AND RFP MIGHT BE 
OUT BY END OF APRIL. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY 
INFORMATION EMBASSY WOULD DEVELOP ON RESULTS OF DHAWAN 
MEETING WITH NEW PRIME MINISTER THIS WEEK. 

2. SINCE FIRMS DO NOT HAVE USUAL REPRESENTATION FOR THIS 
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PROJECT. THEY ARE PARTICULARLY APPRECIATIVE OF ANY 
ASSISTANCE EMBASSY CAN PROVIDE. 
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